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We want you to be able to choose the right postgraduate 
course to meet your needs. To help you do this, we provide 
a suite of resources and information online and on campus 
to help you make an informed choice.

HELPING YOU MAKE AN INFORMED CHOICE

www.birmingham.ac.uk/pgask

PG TIPS

Throughout this prospectus you 
will see profiles of some of our 
current students and alumni.  
You can learn more about their 
experiences via our Ask Us website. 

www.birmingham.ac.uk/pgtips

ONLINE EVENTS 

Chat with our staff and students 
online. Join live Q&A sessions, 
watch videos and take a virtual 
tour to get a taste of our beautiful 
campus.

www.birmingham.ac.uk/pgchat

POSTGRADUATE 
OPEN DAYS

Our next campus open days are: 
Saturday 24 November 2018
Wednesday 20 March 2019

We also run regular guided tours  
of the campus led by postgraduate 
students from your subject area.

www.birmingham.ac.uk/pgvisit
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4 Postgraduate prospectus

Postgraduate students have always  
been at the heart of our university  
life.  Whether you join us on one  
of our taught programmes or are 
embarking on doctoral research,  
you will be an integral part of our 
community, bringing global experience 
and new perspectives, all of which 
contribute to the academic and social 
richness of our global university.   

We encourage bold, independent 
thinking, and provide exceptional 
academic programmes that will  
stretch and challenge you. Our  

WELCOME

strength lies in understanding that  
every student is an individual with a 
unique learning style. Our Graduate 
School provides the best possible 
research and education environment 
– from dedicated postgraduate space  
in which you can work, to events and 
training programmes to support  
your development. 

The reputation of a great university 
depends not only upon the quality of 
education, but also on the quality of 
research; and our strong placement  
in global rankings demonstrates this 

academic force. Birmingham is a place 
for leading scientists, professionals and 
students who want to be involved in 
world-class research and achieve a 
degree that will enhance professional 
opportunities around the world.

Our ambition means that we strive to  
do more: appointing and developing 
outstanding academic talent across the 
breadth of our disciplines, investing in 
substantial new research programmes 
and scholarships, and building new 
national and international research 
collaborations. 

When you are choosing a university for your postgraduate  
degree, one of the most important things to consider is its reputation.  
You want to study somewhere with a strong research culture; an institution 
that is at the forefront of discovery and innovation. You want a university 
that measures up to your expectations with a lively and diverse community. 
We believe we can provide the opportunities, facilities and experts to  
match your ambition and aspirations.

2ND MOST TARGETED 
UNIVERSITY IN THE  
UK BY TOP EMPLOYERS 19TH IN THE GUARDIAN 

UNIVERSITY GUIDE 
2019 RANKINGS

15TH IN THE TIMES AND THE  
SUNDAY TIMES GOOD 
UNIVERSITY GUIDE 
2018 RANKINGS

5
FOR GRADUATE PROSPECTS 
(THE COMPLETE UNIVERSITY 
GUIDE 2019)

87% OF OUR RESEARCH 
ACTIVITY HAS A 
GLOBAL IMPACT 11 ALUMNI AND STAFF 

HAVE BEEN RECOGNISED 
WITH NOBEL PRIZES

TOP

RESEARCH EXCELLENCE  
FRAMEWORK (REF) 2014

HIGH FLIERS GRADUATE 
MARKET IN 2018
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PROFESSOR SIR DAVID EASTWOOD
VICE-CHANCELLOR, 
UNIVERSITY OF BIRMINGHAM

We are committed to investing in our 
success and our historic Edgbaston 
campus is undergoing one of the 
most exciting and transformational 
redevelopments since the original 
buildings were completed in 1900, 
providing you with exceptional new 
facilities and accommodation. 

The University of Birmingham has  
a history of firsts and we are now  
the first global top 100 and Russell 
Group University to establish a campus 
in Dubai; building on our extensive 
international research and teaching 

More than 81% of all research is rated  
as ‘world leading’ or ‘internationally 
excellent’ in terms of its originality, 
significance and rigour.

15TH IN THE COMPLETE 
UNIVERSITY GUIDE 
2019 RANKINGS

79TH IN THE 2019 QS 
WORLD UNIVERSITY 
RANKINGS

6,500 INTERNATIONAL STUDENTS FROM  
OVER 150 COUNTRIES CALL  
BIRMINGHAM HOME

90% OF OUR POSTGRADUATES ENTER A GRADUATE 
ROLE WITHIN SIX MONTHS OF LEAVING THE 
UNIVERSITY DESTINATIONS OF LEAVERS FROM HIGHER EDUCATION SURVEY,  

UK/EU RESPONDENTS, 2015–16

RESEARCH EXCELLENCE  
FRAMEWORK (REF) 2014

collaborations and demonstrating  
our ambition as an outward-looking, 
world-class institution.

We strive for even greater success  
to enhance the impact that our  
graduates and research will make  
around the world. We look forward  
to welcoming you to campus, and to 
playing our part in your future success. 

52019  Admissions
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WHY CHOOSE BIRMINGHAM?
As a Birmingham postgraduate, you can expect to engage with challenging 
debates, theories and concepts and, in doing so, grow as an original thinker.

You may have various motivations for pursuing a postgraduate degree.  
The prospect of improved employment opportunities and entry to specific  
careers is important to a large number of postgraduates, but also a major  
factor for many is the opportunity to explore your chosen area of interest  
in depth and to develop your understanding in a subject area about  
which you are truly passionate.

We have the strength and variety of programmes to suit your 
individual needs and interests, backed up by the academic 
expertise, facilities and influence of a global university.

You will be taught by experts in their fields and work alongside 
supportive and innovative academics in our world-leading centres.

You will work in an environment in which excellence, innovation 
and delivery are made possible by brilliant people, outstanding 
facilities and strong collaborative networks. Within this nurturing 
academic community, you will be able to shape policy, change  
lives and influence society.

 Our outstanding academics provide expert 
teaching and supervision. Along with their 
research, they attract continued investment  
and resources to Birmingham.

1 

‘To achieve teaching 
excellence we are ensuring 
that all of our staff have 
access to career-long 
professional development  
in learning and teaching.’ 

Professor Kathy Armour, Pro-Vice-
Chancellor (Education) 
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We are recognised internationally for our excellence in  
teaching and research. Our strong league table position  
is based on indicators including graduate prospects,  
the number of highly cited researchers and the number  
of articles published in top journals. We also encourage 
interdisciplinary initiatives and we are the university partner  
of choice for industry, the health and public sectors.

The latest QS World University Rankings by Subject 2019 – a 
survey of more than 500 universities worldwide – demonstrates 
our continued strength across a number of subject areas. With 
27 subjects ranking within the world top 100, seven of which 
are in the top 50, the survey recognises the outstanding 
research-intensive education that we offer.

A Birmingham degree will help you grow and  
develop, boost your professional prospects or even 
change direction in your career. As the second most 
targeted UK university by top employers (see page 4),  
we know the skills and development required to make  
you a highly desirable graduate for employers locally,  
nationally and internationally.

The advanced knowledge acquired through postgraduate 
study is also highly valued and enhances your employability:  
you are more likely to enter professional and managerial 
occupations and to earn more over your lifetime.

Our professional and academic skills 
development will make you a highly 
desirable graduate in the job market

2

You will join a university ranked  
in the top 100 in the world

3

‘We value our employer 
relationships very highly 
and this is reflected in our 
ever-growing reputation 
with a range of top 
graduate recruiters.’

Eluned Jones, Director of  
Student Employability

7Why choose Birmingham?

‘Many of our disciplines 
have world-leading research 
cultures. We support research 
excellence with major academic 
investments and have established 
signature collaborations at 
home and overseas.’
Professor Tim Softley, Pro-Vice-Chancellor 
(Research and Knowledge Transfer) and Fellow 
of the Royal Society



8 Postgraduate prospectus



Birmingham is an inspiring place to live; it is the UK’s most populous 
city after London, boasting a diverse culture and unique history.

THE CITY ACCOMMODATION
Birmingham is a vibrant and thriving  
city with a diverse community. We are 
Europe’s youngest city, with 40% of our 
population under 25. We are also the top 
regional city for quality of life in the UK.  
In fact, our students love Birmingham so 
much, 48% decide to stay in the region 
after they graduate. Birmingham is more 
than somewhere to study; it’s somewhere 
to build a successful future.

There are many accommodation options 
available to you while you are studying  
in Birmingham. You can choose from 
University or private accommodation, 
with each having numerous options  
to suit all budgets.

9Living in Birmingham
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LOCATION
Studying here, you will enjoy the best  
of both worlds: a beautiful, historic, green 
campus that is just a few minutes away 
from the heart of an exciting, modern city. 
With our own railway station on campus, 
you can be in the city centre in less than 
seven minutes. There is something  
for everyone in Birmingham and you  
are sure to receive a warm welcome  
in one of the most culturally diverse  
cities in Britain.

RETAIL
The city centre offers a first-class  
retail experience; from famous brands  
to independent stores, Birmingham has 
something for everyone. You will find a 
wealth of choices, from large shopping 
centres like Bullring, Selfridges, Mailbox 
and Grand Central, to diverse vintage 
clothing stores and artisan workshops  
in the world-famous Jewellery Quarter.



CULTURE
Birmingham has an exciting culture  
and history. From our world-leading 
museums and art galleries to the  
historic industrial district of Digbeth, 
there is so much to explore at the heart 
of our city. Birmingham is also proud  
to host many annual urban festivals  
such as MADE, Pride and the Mostly  
Jazz, Funk & Soul Festival. 

FOOD
Birmingham is filled with foodies,  
which means new restaurants and  
food festivals are always popping  
up across the city. The multi-award-
winning Digbeth Dining Club hosts 
independent food stalls, while our  
very own monthly farmers market on 
campus offers locally sourced and 
environmentally friendly produce.

Independent Birmingham also hosts 
regular events across the city, promoting 
new places and helping you to discover 
new favourites.
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THE VALE VILLAGE

RESTAURANTS

HALLS OF RESIDENCE

UNIVERSITY ACCOMMODATION

Our dedicated postgraduate 
accommodation is located across our 
three student villages: The Vale Village, 
Selly Oak Village and Pritchatts Park 
Village; all of which are within walking 
distance of the Edgbaston campus.

SELLY OAK VILLAGE
A five-minute walk from campus,  
with the vibrant Selly Oak high street  
on your doorstep. Our postgraduates  
are located together in Jarrett Hall,  
which offers en-suite rooms with  
shared kitchens. Prices range from 
£147–151 per week. This is the  
perfect environment to make new  
friends while allowing you to  
concentrate on your studies.

THE VALE VILLAGE
Just a 15-minute walk from campus,  
The Vale is set in a tranquil conservation 
area surrounded by trees and a lake.  
Our postgraduates live in Shackleton, 
Mason and Chamberlain residences. 
Prices range from £206–257 per week. 
A bar, restaurant, café, convenience 
store and laundrette contribute to a 
community atmosphere so you feel  
right at home.

To secure your place in  
University-owned halls you will 
need to make a pre-payment of 
£550 at the time of booking your 
accommodation. This is deducted 
from your remaining balance.



COMMUNITY

PRITCHATTS  
PARK VILLAGE
Close to campus, Harborne and 
University station, Pritchatts Park 
provides self-catering accommodation 
for postgraduates in a lovely landscaped 
setting. The Park’s design creates a 
sense of community, with shared facilities 
such as meeting rooms, an airy lounge, a 
licensed bar and a games room offering 
the perfect environment to get to know 
your fellow postgraduates. Prices range 
from £108–254 per week.

TRAVELLING TO  
AND FROM CAMPUS
There are several ways to travel to our 
campus. From bike lanes to canal paths, 
we are well connected to many areas  
of our city.

Birmingham Cycle Revolution is  
making cycling easier. A 4km fully 
segregated cycleway will link Selly Oak 
and the University with the city centre. 
Due for completion in January 2019,  
the cycleway will provide a safe, healthy 
and green method of travelling around 
the city.

Our campus is also well served by bus 
routes. From the city centre, the 61, 63 
and X64 run frequently to our campus. 
From Moseley, the 1A stops right outside 
the University and from Harborne, the 48 
and 244 provide services which drop you 
close to the University.
 
As we have our own railway station, 
University, you can get regular trains 
travelling from Birmingham New Street  
to campus in just seven minutes, making 
trips to and from the city centre quick 
and easy.

If you are studying at the 
Shakespeare Institute, there are 
many sources of accommodation 
in Stratford-upon-Avon and we 
will give you as much assistance 
as we can to help you to find 
somewhere to live nearby.

www.birmingham.ac.uk/
stratfordliving

We have more than 30 places to 
eat and drink across our campus 
and accommodation.

13Living in Birmingham
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GUILD LETTINGS
Guild Lettings is a lettings agency run  
by our Guild of Students. It charges  
no fee to student tenants and only 
advertises MLAS-accredited landlords 
who sign up to a code of standards 
guaranteeing the quality and condition  
of housing. For more information, visit:  
www.guildlettingsbirmingham.co.uk

PRIVATE ACCOMMODATION

Many of our students choose to find 
housing in the private sector. A variety  
of housing options, including single  
flats, shared houses and properties  
for families, can be found in the local 
area. Selly Oak is the closest residential 
area, just a five-minute walk from the 
University campus. The weekly cost of 
rent ranges from £55–120, averaging  
at £75, usually excluding utilities.

BIRMINGHAM 
STUDENTPAD
Birmingham Studentpad is our official 
property search engine. Only Midlands 
Landlord Accreditation Scheme (MLAS) 
landlords can advertise their properties 
through our website. This means all 
landlords must have copies of a number 
of safety certificates, the correct licences 
and Tenancy Deposit Scheme details. 
Use our property finder to search for 
short- or long-term accommodation: 
www.birminghamstudentpad.co.uk

CITY CENTRE LIVING

SELLY OAK



CITY LIVING
Some of our postgraduates prefer to live 
in the heart of the city. The commute is 
an easy seven-minute train journey from 
New Street to University station, making 
city living an appealing choice. We work 
with private accommodation providers to 
offer a fantastic range of options to suit 
your individual needs.

CRM students 
With a choice of rooms, including 
en-suites and access to on-site  
gyms, CRM students provide quality 
accommodation in central locations,  
with prices starting from £120 per week.

Liberty Living 
If you’re looking for a place in the  
city, Liberty Living offers city centre 
accommodation, less than a mile from 
New Street station. They also provide 
residences just five minutes’ walk from 
campus. Prices start from £110 per week.

Host
Host offers two choices for our students: 
Host Student Apartments and The 
Metalworks. Offering en-suite rooms  
and premium studios, Host Student 
Apartments are located just a few 
minutes’ walk from campus, with  
prices starting from £175 per week.  
The Metalworks sits right on the edge  
of campus and offers a variety of rooms, 
with prices starting from £152 per week.

Also popular... 
If you’re looking to immerse yourself in 
suburban Birmingham life, the villages of 
Moseley and Harborne are popular with 
our students. With many bars, cafés and 
restaurants, these cosmopolitan areas 
are perfect for young professionals and 
students, with many privately rented 
properties available. For a slightly 
cheaper – but by no means less 
desirable – option, Kings Heath 
neighbours Moseley and is a lively, 
popular area to live.

Find more advice on private 
accommodation in Birmingham: 
www.birmingham.ac.uk/
rentingprivately

FESTIVALS IN MOSELEY PARK
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The main campus in Edgbaston  
is set in 250 acres of parkland 
with spacious lawns, trees, a lake 
and significant works of sculpture 
enhancing its landscape. With  
its domed red-brick buildings,  
the campus is rich in heritage and 
beauty. We have all the amenities 
of a small town, including shops, 
bars, cafés, banks, medical and 
dental surgeries, sports facilities, 
and even our own railway station.

Away from our main campus...
Our Selly Oak campus, two  
miles from Edgbaston, is a  
green 80-acre site with a village 
atmosphere. We also have a 
satellite campus in the historic 
town of Stratford-upon-Avon  
(the Shakespeare Institute).

The School of Dentistry is located 
at the new Birmingham Dental 
Hospital at Pebble Mill, which  
is less than a mile from the main 
campus. It is the first stand-alone, 
integrated dental hospital and 
dental school to be built in the  
UK for almost 40 years.

OUR CAMPUS



With magnificent architecture and a green, leafy site, our  
campus provides an inspirational environment for your studies.

Photo: Haoxuan Ding

17Our campus 
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Our campus is currently undergoing a huge transformation, with  
over £600 million invested in redeveloping the campus and facilities. 
From outstanding new accommodation to a state-of-the-art library, 
students at Birmingham benefit daily from our new developments.

CAMPUS FACILITIES

Our newly developed Green Heart  
offers lush new parkland in the centre  
of campus. Measuring over 12 acres,  
it will provide a unique space for 
performances, socialising, meeting  
and studying.

Our main library houses state-of- 
the-art facilities for students, staff  
and researchers. It is a modern  
space providing informal seating,  
group study spaces and individual  
desks alongside a wealth of new 
technology including wireless mobile 
charging, media rooms and video  
editing booths. Whether you are  
working in groups or independently 
studying, our library has the perfect 
facilities for learning.

Alongside our main library, you can find 
further facilities throughout our Colleges. 
Supporting the Arts, Shakespeare 
Studies, and the Dental and Medical 
Schools, our libraries offer additional 
study spaces and resources to further 
your development.

GREEN HEART

MAIN LIBRARY

Explore our campus online:  
www.birmingham.ac.uk/campus



TEACHING AND LEARNING BUILDING

ASTON WEBB STUDENT HUB

At the heart of our campus, the  
Aston Webb Student Hub is home  
to the Careers Network, Registry and 
Student Services. Dedicated teams 
provide our students with information  
and support, from consulting with 
students on thesis submissions, visas  
and ID cards to counselling, wellbeing 
coaching and specialist learning  
support. We also offer appointments  
and workshops run by our specialist 
services in our consultation rooms  
to help you succeed at Birmingham.

The Guild of Students plays an important 
role in our students’ lives. With over  
250 student groups, societies and 
associations, the Guild helps our 
students develop skills, have fun  
and get the most out of their time at 
Birmingham. The building is a hub of 
activity, with shops, a bar, food and drink 
outlets and support services hosted here.

We continually invest in resources  
and improve research facilities to  
ensure our postgraduate researchers  
are able to pursue their ideas and 
transfer their knowledge. We have  
an extensive variety of labs supporting 
innovative research in 21st-century 
disciplines such as robotics, gene 
therapy, human biomaterials and 
hydrogen gas fuelling.

Explore our facilities online:  
www.birmingham.ac.uk/
researchfacilities

OUR RESEARCH 
FACILITIES

Supporting the modern learning 
experience at Birmingham, our new 
Teaching and Learning building is a  
hub for education, providing a large  
and small lecture theatre and a space  
for 1,000 students to carry out group  
or private study.

NEW DEVELOPMENTS

19Our campus 
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At Birmingham, sport is for all – from world-class performance  
to general fitness. The power of sport to motivate and inspire  
goes so much further than sporting ability. From keeping fit  
and leading healthy balanced lifestyles to learning a new  
activity, you will never have a better opportunity to get  
involved, have fun and make new friends.

SPORT



Our Sport & Fitness club on campus  
is a facility for staff, students and the 
community in the heart of Edgbaston.  
The club provides world-class 
opportunities for everyone in the  
region and offers an unrivalled  
fitness experience.

We offer over 100 sports scholarships, 
55 student sports clubs, over 150  
fitness classes a week and flexible 
membership options.

WELCOMING  
WORLD-CLASS 
ATHLETES
Birmingham is one of the UK’s  
leading sporting universities. We have  
a reputation for providing a world-class 
training environment on our Edgbaston 
campus, not only for our own international 
student-athletes, but also for Team 
Jamaica who trained here ahead of the 
London 2012 Olympic Games and the 
IAAF World Championships in 2017.  

Our new squash courts and hockey 
pitches will become competition  
venues during Birmingham 2022, 
following the city’s successful bid  
to host the Commonwealth Games, 
meaning our staff and students  
can look forward to welcoming 
world-class athletes to campus  
once again.

Off campus, the Raymond Priestley 
Centre in the Lake District provides  
the opportunity to try a host of outdoor 
activities including sailing, windsurfing, 
mountaineering, rock climbing, kayaking 
and canoeing. We also have access  
to the nearby Edgbaston Reservoir  
and a boathouse in Worcester (on  
the River Severn).

There are over 55 different sports  
clubs to choose from. From badminton  
to volleyball, there’s something for 
everyone to get stuck into. Whether 
you’re a beginner or already playing  
sport at a national level, joining one  
of our sports clubs is the perfect 
opportunity to discover your  
sporting passion.

Our facilities and services include:
 n 50-metre pool with boom and 

moveable floor
 n 200+ station gym
 n Arena-style sports hall with 

800 spectator seats and a 
smaller sports hall

 n Around 150 group exercise  
classes per week

 n A range of pitches for a variety 
of sports, including floodlit 
water-based, 3G synthetic, 
natural-turf and rubber-crumb 
pitches

 n Dojo (martial arts)
 n Performance and Wellbeing 

Centre 
 n Performance gym
 n Six glass-backed squash 

courts
 n Specialist Human 

Performance Lab offering 
training assistance, nutritional 
advice and performance 
monitoring 

 n Steam room and sauna
 n Ten-metre climbing wall

21Our campus 
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The arts and culture scene is constantly evolving. From the Barber Institute  
of Fine Arts to the Bramall music building, there’s something for everyone  
to immerse themselves in. 

22 Postgraduate prospectus



‘ONE OF THE FINEST 
SMALL GALLERIES  

IN EUROPE’

‘A MAJOR UK 
RESEARCH LIBRARY’

‘THE LAPWORTH 
MUSEUM OF 

GEOLOGY DATES 
BACK TO 1880’

THE BARBER 
INSTITUTE OF  
FINE ARTS
Major works from celebrated names  
in the history of Western art, such  
as Botticelli, Monet and Picasso are 
included in our outstanding art collection 
at the Barber Institute. We have been 
praised as ‘the last great art collection  
of the twentieth century’ and ‘one of  
the finest small galleries in Europe’  
(The Observer).

THE LAPWORTH 
MUSEUM OF GEOLOGY
The Lapworth Museum dates back to 
1880, and is one of the oldest specialist 
geological museums in the UK. The 
Lapworth Museum provides a valuable 
resource for students, schools and 
colleges, research workers, enthusiasts 
and anyone with a desire to learn  
about geology.

SPECIAL COLLECTIONS 
AND ARCHIVES
Built up over a period of 120 years,  
our Special Collections and Archives 
consist of approximately 120,000 
pre-1850 books dating from 1471  
and some 3 million manuscripts, all  
of which distinguishes us as a major  
UK research library.

23Our campus 
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‘EXTRAORDINARY 
ARTEFACTS FROM 

WEST AFRICAN  
MASKS TO 20TH-

CENTURY PAINTINGS’

‘STUNNING ARTS 
AND CRAFTS HOUSE 

AND GARDEN’

‘FEATURING WORLD-
CLASS ACOUSTICS’

THE RESEARCH  
AND CULTURAL 
COLLECTIONS
The Research and Cultural Collections 
include extraordinary artefacts, from 
West African masks in the Danford 
Collection, to important 20th-century 
paintings such as Peter Lanyon’s  
mural in the Arts Building.

WINTERBOURNE 
HOUSE AND GARDENS
Winterbourne is a stunning Arts and 
Crafts house and garden that is free  
to enter for all Birmingham students.  
You can relax in the flourishing gardens, 
or attend an event, such as special 
interest tours, exhibitions and lectures.

CULTURE AND MUSIC

THE BRAMALL
The Bramall is home to our Department 
of Music, which boasts two symphony 
orchestras, a jazz orchestra, new music 
ensemble, choirs and many other groups 
that regularly perform at the Bramall. 
Seating 450 and featuring world-class 
acoustics, the main auditorium provides 
an intimate environment for enjoying 
everything from comedy nights to 
classical music evenings.



AND THAT’S NOT ALL!
Many of our facilities on campus offer  
the opportunity for classes, workshops 
and tours, making the campus a hub  
for learning and exploring. 

We offer our postgraduate students  
the opportunity to develop their language 
skills, either for personal development  
or to support their studies, via our open 
access language courses, all of which 
are taught on campus with convenient 
day or evening sessions. 

We also host several large events each 
year, such as our Birmingham Prom and 
Community festival, alongside graduation 
balls, alumni events and international 
conferences. These events also give you 
the opportunity to engage the public in 
your studies and research; vital to 
illustrating your research impact.

THE GREEN  
HEART FESTIVAL
From 7–9 June 2019 we begin our  
Green Heart official opening celebrations. 
Hosted in your new space, the Green 
Heart Festival will launch with a free 
weekend of performances, music, food 
and activities. The weekend begins a 
year of seasonal events to showcase  
the parkland, until May 2020.
www.birmingham.ac.uk/greenheart

COMMUNITY FESTIVAL

Photo: Victoria Beddoes

BIRMINGHAM PROM

25Our campus 
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Our research is not only world 
leading, but world changing.
Our outstanding academic  
expertise, operating across  
continents, distinguishes us  
and fuels the research that  
has a direct and positive impact  
on the lives of many thousands  
of people every year.
 
Our vision is to encourage and  
inspire you in your independent 
research, enabling you to thrive 
by equipping you with the skills, 
knowledge and confidence to make  
a major impact on global society,  
in whatever field you pursue.

OUR RESEARCH 
FOCUS
We are committed to research  
that is pioneering and significant.  
We have created a research 
environment in which academic  
rigour, innovation and delivery are 
made possible by brilliant people, 
outstanding facilities and strong 
collaborative networks. Our goal  
is to do more and even better  
research, and to tackle the great 
challenges of our day. 
 

We are proud to be focusing  
our efforts on tackling nine of  
the United Nations’ Global Goals, 
exploiting our research strengths  
to produce practical solutions to  
some of the greatest challenges  
facing mankind.

Our distinctive multi- and  
interdisciplinary research strengths  
help to address key national and  
global challenges; our collaborative  
and cross-disciplinary approach to 
tackling these new and emerging 
challenges is what sets us apart.

OUR 
RESEARCH
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We ensure that our research  
generates practical solutions and 
knowledge transfer for the economy, 
policy and society. This real-world 
practicality is an embedded and  
natural component of all our research 
activity; as important and relevant  
as the knowledge generation itself.  
We disseminate to our peers, engage 
with the public and provide support  
to government and industry.

Within this thriving and transformational 
research community, we want you to 
thrive as an independent researcher  
and professional in your field.

EXPERT 
SUPERVISION 
FROM TALENTED 
ACADEMICS

As a member of Universitas 21, an 
international network of universities that 
enables global research collaboration 
and opportunities, we are able to offer  
a number of scholarships each year  
to enable our doctoral researchers  
to travel to our Universitas 21 partners.  
You could spend time at some of 
the most prestigious universities 
worldwide and the incoming students 
from these universities add diversity to 
Birmingham’s student body, providing 
experience and cultural insights that  
are of benefit to our entire community.

GLOBAL 
OPPORTUNITIES

OUR RESEARCH 
CENTRES
The spectrum of research undertaken  
at Birmingham creates opportunities  
for collaborations between 
interdisciplinary subjects and with 
national and international institutions. 
We also foster partnerships with 
business and industry, working closely 
with our academic partners to create 
research teams that are of international 
significance in the quality of their work.

Our Institutes and Centres of 
Excellence ensure we can produce 
the best quality research at world-
leading standards through funding, 
cross-sector partnerships and a range 
of resources that promote excellence, 
innovation and creativity in the delivery 
of interdisciplinary teaching, learning 
and research.

Find out more about our research:  www.birmingham.ac.uk/research
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‘Do we have a duty to be beautiful? It’s not 
surprising that how we look matters in an 
increasingly visual and virtual world; the  
pressure to be perfect is something that  
young men and women increasingly feel.’

Professor Heather Widdows

OUR RESEARCHERS
Our researchers feature prominently in the public eye, 
helping to question and change society. Read more 
about their research in action.

How is beauty transforming the self?

The demand to be beautiful is increasingly important  
in today’s visual and virtual culture. Rightly or wrongly,  
perfection has, for some, become an ethical ideal by  
which to live and judge ourselves as successes or failures.

HEATHER WIDDOWS, Professor of  
Global Ethics, Department of Philosophy

Heather’s research on beauty is 
currently formed of two main strands: 
Perfect Me, her latest book, and the 
Beauty Demands Project and Network.
 
Perfect Me explores how looking 
beautiful has become a moral 
imperative in today’s visual and  
virtual world. It examines the 
changing nature of the beauty  
ideal, showing how it is more 
dominant, more demanding and  
more global than ever before.

The Beauty Demands Project has, over 
the last two years, brought together 
cultural theorists, historians, lawyers, 
doctors, philosophers, sociologists and 
psychologists with medical and nurse 
practitioners, artists and journalists to 
consider the changing requirements of 
beauty. Together they have explored 
the psychological, ethical, regulatory 
and legal issues of beauty demands.



Women’s role in policy

In 2018, International Women’s Day was celebrated amid 
scandals around the abuse of vulnerable women across many 
sectors, including aid, multi-national companies and the film 
industry. Women’s rights, responsibilities and gender equality 
are a focus of many of our researchers’ work.

FIONA DE LONDRAS, Professor of 
Global Legal Studies, Birmingham  
Law School

Professor Fiona de Londras is a 
regular media commentator on 
legal, political and constitutional 
affairs, and her research concerns 
constitutionalism, human rights and 
transnationalism. Fiona was heavily 
involved with abortion law reform, 
educating the public before the 
referendum on the 8th Amendment 
(Article 40.3.3 of the Constitution)  
in Ireland.

Alongside Máiréad Enright  
(Senior Lecturer in Birmingham  
Law School), Fiona ran the website  
www.aboutthe8th.com, working to 
inform and empower the electorate  
to engage with the legal arguments 
for and implications of the repeal  
of the 8th Amendment.

DR KATHERINE BROWN, Senior 
lecturer in Islamic Studies in the 
Department of Theology and Religion

In her work, Katherine researches 
how counter-terrorism and counter-
radicalisation programmes impact on 
religious women’s rights and Muslim 
communities. Recently she has given 
expert advice and testimony in the 
UK in a number of cases involving 
radicalisation.

Gender-mainstreaming ensures the 
different implications on men and 
women in any policy are considered 
and valued equally, and Katherine 
has worked for the UN on gender-
mainstreaming in countering violent 
extremism. She has also given talks 
with the EU on violent extremism  
and radical beliefs, and provided 
academic oversight for think tanks.
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NIC CHEESEMAN,  
Professor of Democracy and Fellow  
of the Institute for Global Innovation

Nic’s research into democracy, 
representation and electoral 
malpractice has attracted 
considerable academic, policy and 
media attention around the world, 
especially after the launch of his new 
book, How to Rig an Election. The book 
is based on his, and co-author Brian 
Klaas’s first-hand experiences as 
election watchers and their hundreds 
of interviews with presidents, prime 
ministers, diplomats, election officials 
and conspirators.

How do regimes continue to rig elections and get away with it?

With electoral fraud in the media spotlight, both in the UK and 
internationally, it is important to explore how the electoral 
process can be undermined and exploited by those in power.

‘Given the pressure that the media puts on us 
to provide glib answers and big predictions, we 
should be careful when it comes to forecasting the 
future, and always make sure that we bring in some 
complexities in a historically rooted analysis.’

Professor Nic Cheeseman

Nic has commented on topics ranging 
from elections to gender inequality. 
He is the author of Democracy in 
Africa: Successes, Failures and the 
Struggle for Political Reform, and 
regularly provides analysis to the 
UK and US governments. He is an 
advisor to, and writer for, the late Kofi 
Annan’s African Progress Panel, and 
also leads a new research programme 
on innovative ways to tackle gender 
inequality in health and wellbeing as 
part of the University’s new Institute 
for Global Innovation.



Genomic sequencing at the heart of outbreak response

Genome sequencing in disease outbreaks is useful to 
understand how a virus evolves, but the information has  
to be available quickly in order to guide control efforts. 
Portable DNA sequencing systems allow outbreak genome 
sequencing in real time, impacting directly on the response  
to a virus on the ground, as well as helping to build a picture 
of its evolution.

Constantly questioning to discover more answers. Read more stories 
through our online research magazine:  www.birmingham.ac.uk/quest

PROFESSOR NICK LOMAN,  
Professor of Microbial Genomics and 
Bioinformatics, School of Biosciences

Nick Loman and his team first saw 
success during their ‘lab in a suitcase’ 
genomic surveillance of the Ebola 
outbreak, before shifting their focus 
towards Brazil, and the spread of Zika. 

They worked with health partners  
in Brazil to combat Zika by deploying 
a pair of mobile DNA sequencing 
laboratories on a medical ‘road trip’ 
through the worst-hit areas of  
the country.

Using portable, USB-powered  
genome sequencing equipment to 
analyse virus samples, the team used 
data gathered to track the spread of 
the virus and spot its emergence in 
large towns and cities; a crucial tool 
in the fight against these outbreaks.

QUEST
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Whatever your plans after completing your degree, we offer a range of schemes 
and services that will help you to identify your options, develop your opportunities 
and work towards your goals from the day you arrive at Birmingham.

PROFESSIONAL 
DEVELOPMENT

SUPPORTING YOU

We want to ensure that success  
in your postgraduate degree leads  
you onto a fulfilling career.

Our aim is to help you grow intellectually 
and gain the skills, understanding and 
attributes that lead to the career you 
want. You will benefit from access  
to award-winning services including 
careers support from the Careers 
Network guidance service and  
University Graduate School.

Whatever your motivation for 
postgraduate study, we are here to 
support you to achieve your personal 
goals. We expect a lot from our 
postgraduates, but you can expect  
a lot from us. We continually invest  
in the academic environment and  
ensure we support your wellbeing  
with tutors, dedicated teams and  
a suite of resources.
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Whether you’re looking for a career as an academic, 
moving into a new sector or building your professional 
experience, we can offer you advice and guidance both 
during and after your degree. 

We offer many opportunities for you  
to make the most of your postgraduate 
experience, on and off campus. We  
can help you gain experience, develop  
a broad range of skills and make useful 
contacts for your future career.

 n One-to-one career guidance  
from College-specific advisors

 n CV and job application advice
 n An annual programme of careers  

fairs on campus
 n Employer presentations – make 

contacts and find out more about 
what companies and organisations 
have to offer

 n Careers workshops to help you  
with areas such as interview skills 
and finding work experience

Through our services, we can help  
you identify your career aims, contact 
prospective employers and develop 
your skills.

Birmingham postgraduates are  
highly sought after: we are the second 
most targeted university in the UK by  
top employers, according to the High 
Fliers’ Graduate Market in 2018 report. 
Our extensive links with major employers 
mean we have access to the most 
up-to-date information to enhance your 
employment prospects and offer a wide 
range of services that give our graduates 
the edge in the job market.

In addition to our work with major 
companies, we also work closely with the 
public sector, charities and not-for-profit 
agencies, as well as having very close ties 
with the region and its rich community of 
smaller employers across sectors.

WHAT CAN  
WE OFFER YOU?

YOUR PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT

 n Graduate mentoring
 n Skills training for postgraduates, 

including real-world business 
challenges

 n Bespoke careers support, 
events, skills training and careers 
conferences specifically for 
postgraduate researchers

 n Entrepreneurial skills training – 
support and advice on setting  
up your own business

 n Online career action planning 
tools and self-enrolment career 
development courses – use in  
your own time to support your  
career planning

 n International Careers Consultant and 
International Employer Liaison Officer

 Each of our five Colleges also has  
its own careers and employability  
team. These teams deliver tailored 
programmes of careers events for  
you, and can provide you with advice  
and guidance services at locations  
within the Colleges.     

For up to two years after 
graduation, you can access  
our full range of support at  
Careers Network.

Through Alumni Impact funding I attended 
a Heritage Interpretation Conference and 
developed my networking skills with new, 
important contacts. Being able to network 
successfully is a vital skill to have for 
academic and career development.
AMELIA EVANS, MA INTERNATIONAL HERITAGE MANAGEMENT

Over the next pages, meet some of  
our graduates and learn what they  
went on to do in their careers after 
postgraduate study.



How to make the most of our support
Your time at Birmingham is what you make of it, and we 
encourage you to participate in the various activities and 
opportunities available while you study. Rebecca has taken 
advantage of our campus activities and funded internships 
to ensure she builds a strong CV. She:

 n Is the current Chair of Freedom from Torture society
 n Was selected for a Careers Network ‘Masters Campus 

Team Internship’, working with Oxfam
 n Volunteers for Child In Need India and is undertaking  

an internship at their head offices in Kolkata, India
 n Took a module within her programme at the University 

of Delhi, funded by the University of Birmingham
 n Recieved funding from her department to undertake 

dissertation fieldwork abroad

REBECCA READ, MSc International Development  
(Birmingham Alumni Scholar)

BUILDING YOUR CONNECTIONS

Talking to employers can help you gain a greater understanding of your future 
job roles, and we provide many opportunities to meet prospective employers 
face to face. This can give you an insight into the skills that employers regard 
as the most valuable when applying for jobs or progressing your career.

‘Getting to know’ drop-in sessions with employers
These give you the opportunity to clarify information for job applications or find 
out more about specific companies and sectors. In the Spring Term we also 
hold a sector events series where you can hear from and network with various 
speakers, including alumni, about their experiences working in specific sectors.

Developing employability and entrepreneurial skills
We create opportunities for you to develop skills for the job market and to work 
for employers on campus, competing in real-world business challenges such 
as the Masters Consultancy Challenge.

Planning to move from Masters to PhD?
We also provide support if you are considering progressing from a Masters  
to a PhD at Birmingham or elsewhere, offering application advice and support 
with a careers advisor, informal cafés with current students and an online 
alumni networking portal.
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WHERE COULD YOUR DEGREE TAKE YOU?

Sarah-Jane Marsh built a career in the NHS after studying  
at the Centre for Russian and Eastern European Studies  
then making a move into the Health Services Management Centre 
at Birmingham.

Sarah-Jane has led Birmingham Children’s Hospital since 2009, 
when she became the youngest-ever NHS chief executive. She is 
also chair of NHS England Maternity Transformation Programme, 
making maternity care safer, including additional support for 
women with mental health issues. 

‘Birmingham is such 
a fantastic diverse 
city… it’s a place 
where you can really 
develop your talents.’

‘My role is the most 
amazing job on the 
planet… it allows you 
to make a difference 
every single day.’

2005
NHS Graduate 
Management 
Scheme

2009
Chief Executive, 
Birmingham 
Children’s Hospital

2017
Created the first 
Women’s and 
Children’s NHS 
Foundation Trust  
in Europe

2015
Chief Executive, 
Birmingham 
Women’s NHS 
Foundation Trust

SARAH-JANE MARSH ,  
MSc Russian and East European Studies; 
MSc Health Care Management    

DR CHRISTOPHER NAUNTON, 
MPhil Egyptology

Chris is an Egyptologist, writer and 

broadcaster, and has developed a 

‘portfolio career’ around his passion  

and profession. He has presented  

several television documentaries in  

recent years and his first book,  

Searching for the Lost Tombs of  

Egypt, was released in October 2018.

2001
Started work at the 
Egypt Exploration 
Society (EES)

2004
Part-time PhD
Librarian and 
Archivist, EES

2015
President, 
International 
Association of 
Egyptologists (IAE)

2012
Appointed Director 
(CEO) of the EES



‘I thought an MSc in Computer Science would 
give me a competitive advantage in my career 
and would form a good foundation. I also thought 
that an MSc represented value, the opportunity 
to acquire practical skills that were in high 
demand and also meant a shorter timeframe 
before returning to the business world.’

BRIAN DOWNER, 
MSc Computer Science

Brian accepted an offer from Accenture 
before he had completed his MSc, seeing it as a 
great place to build broad experience early in his career and  
to use the skills he had acquired. After several years travelling 
the world working for Accenture, he set up his own consulting 
business and has spent his career since then working with 
financial services companies and start-ups, before founding  
his own digital marketing consultancy, The Practice Grower. 

2001
Accenture 
– Systems 
Integration projects 
in the USA, UK 
and Europe 

2004
Independent 
Consultant in Risk 
Change for 
Barclays, Credit 
Suisse, UBS and 
Deutsche Bank

2010
Co-founder  
at CLICLOC

2013
Investment banking 
consulting

2016
Founder and CEO 
of digital marketing 
consultancy, The 
Practice Grower

2018
Secrets of 
Tutankhamun’s 
Treasures 
(Channel 5)

2016
Presented The 
Lost City of the 
Pharoahs and King 
Tut’s Tomb: The 
Hidden Chamber  
(Channel 5)

‘I had a fantastic start in 
the subject: my tutors were 
excellent in terms of what 
they taught me academically 
and in all the opportunities 
that they gave me – not least 
in introducing me to the 
organisation that I eventually 
ran for five years as Director, 
and in helping me to get my 
first work in Egypt.’

37Your personal development



38 Postgraduate prospectus

Marie strives to bring the 
contemporary visual arts to  
everyone in Birmingham and  

to help others get started in the arts.  
In her role with the Royal Birmingham 
Society of Artists (RBSA) she recently 
collaborated with Sense, a national 
charity that supports people with 
complex communication needs and  
helps them to enjoy more independent 
lives. Since Marie was a teenager she 
had wanted to work in the visual arts. 

She now helps students and graduates 
prepare for a job in the arts, introducing 
them to creative industries through paid 
internships. Created by donors to the 
University, these internships enable 
students to develop practical experience 
that helps turn their passion into a career. 

‘University is a great forum for 
discovering what gives you purpose. 
Studying at Birmingham I learned  
to make my own to-do list in life,  
not to wait for others to make it for  
me. I learned how to think through 
challenges creatively, an approach 
relevant in every sector.’

DR MARIE CONSIDINE
PhD History of Art alumna and Gallery Director of 
the Royal Birmingham Society of Artists (RBSA)

WHERE COULD YOUR DEGREE TAKE YOU?

When considering postgraduate study, it is useful to know 
the type of roles and career routes previous students have 
followed on graduation. 

Gary started as an apprentice  
in Birmingham’s world-famous 
Jewellery Quarter, where he  

climbed to Managing Director for  
Merrell Casting and Hockley Mint.

Having left school with just one O level, 
Gary was conscious that he had no 
formal management training, and so 
he chose Birmingham to complete his 
MBA to push himself as far as he could 
go. Now he wants to lead a revolution  
in ethical stones and metals. Five  
years  ago Gary decided to become  
an ambassador  for Fairtrade. He visited  
a non-certified  mine in Tanzania, seeing 
young children  working in dangerous 
conditions and learning why it was  
so important to ensure change.

‘When you set yourself a career 
goal it is important that you build the 
scaffolding of knowledge and skills to 
enable you to deliver the role to the 
best of your ability. During my MBA, 
I learned that as a leader, it’s your role to 
make positive change. By steering your 
company ethically, you can influence a 
whole sector. Now we’re already working  
with 30 shops across the UK, providing 
the training and support they need  
to guarantee you can be proud of  
every aspect of your jewellery.’

GARY WROE
MBA alumnus and Managing Director  
for Merrell Casting and Hockley Mint

1 2Our postgraduates help to make an 
impact across sectors, nationally and 
internationally; from social enterprise and 
cultural engagement to ethical business. 

Whether you have just completed your 
undergraduate degree or have been out  
of higher education for many years, we 
can help you to build your unique  
career journey. 

You may also come to realise you want 
to pursue a different career or passion, 
so if you are considering a career change 
– like some of our featured alumni – or 
looking to supplement your skills, it is 
possible to change career direction at 
postgraduate level in many programmes. 

Across these pages you can see a small 
sample of the diverse career journeys our 
graduates have taken. 

Explore your chosen field online, where 
you will find careers subject guides and 
profiles of a variety of alumni, working 
nationally and internationally. 

www.birmingham.ac.uk/pgcareers 



Chris Meah founded the School  
of Code during his PhD to ensure 
that no one is left behind as 

technology advances.

Companies who urgently need more  
employees with coding skills sponsor  
the School’s boot camps, so they can 
offer the courses free of charge – 
removing barriers and getting more and 
different types of people into technology.

The 16-week course takes new  
learners from zero to coding professional; 
then helps them into jobs. The School 
has applicants from many backgrounds, 
including a baker, a school leaver, a 
musician, a chemist and a stay-at-home 
mum. Now 60% of the class are already 
in coding jobs.

‘I hadn’t seen a line of code before  
I came to university, and I saw the 
massive advantages that coding 
knowledge can give you in the modern 
world. So I wanted to share the skills 
people will need for the future.’

DR CHRIS MEAH 
PhD Physical Sciences of Imaging in the 
Biomedical Sciences alumnus and School  
of Code founder

1

3

2

3

Birmingham helped to shape my  
thinking and supported my growth,  
from developing leadership style  
to being introduced to world-class  
tutors and lectures. 
GARY WROE
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Choose Birmingham and you will join one of the UK’s largest 
postgraduate communities, with over 14,000 postgraduate students 
making up more than 40% of the total student population.

THE POSTGRADUATE COMMUNITY

This means that you will be among 
like-minded people and receive the 
stimulation, support and challenges  
you need to succeed.

Our postgraduates have a distinctive 
voice and are highly valued members  
of the University. We ensure this through 
student representation and dedicated 
facilities and resources, such as our 
University Graduate School.

Life as a postgraduate student involves 
much more than just studying for your 
degree. You can get involved in research 
and special interest groups, contribute  
to publications, talks and conferences, 
and take advantage of a broad range  
of opportunities to gain new skills.

GROUPS AND 
SOCIETIES
There are many groups and societies  
for postgraduates, in addition to over 
250 active student groups and societies 
hosted by the Guild of Students, covering 
a wide range of interests, charities and 
causes. Each School also runs its own 
social activities, research fora, seminars 
and groups for postgraduates, all of 
which you will find out about as you 
progress to beginning your degree.

Once you graduate, our global 
community of over 300,000 
alumni includes people living in 
more than 190 countries around 
the world. We have alumni groups 
– from the USA to Hong Kong 
– that provide the chance to keep  
in touch with fellow alumni locally, 
share memories and build valuable 
professional connections.

The University Graduate School  
(UGS) supports our postgraduate 
community. The UGS is a gateway to 
advice and support for postgraduates, 
working with the other University support 
services to ensure you have access  
to high-quality training, facilities,  
tutoring and supervision. 

The UGS will give you formal and 
informal opportunities to raise your  
profile, network with peers and 
colleagues, and help you make  
the most of your time here.

UNIVERSITY  
GRADUATE SCHOOL

‘We are here to ensure that  
all postgraduates across the 
University are equipped to do  
the highest quality study and 
research during their time at 
Birmingham, and that they have 
the skills needed to pursue the 
career they choose.’
 
PROFESSOR GAVIN SCHAFFER,  
Director of Graduate Studies



 Our global community provides 
 opportunities for you to travel   
and undertake study or work 
 experience at other universities.   
We have partner universities all 
 over the world, from Australia and 
the USA to Malaysia and the West 
Indies, and throughout  Europe and 
Latin America.

GET IN TOUCH
postgraduate@guild.bham.ac.uk 

@guild_postgrad  
/guildpostgraduate  
@guild_postgrad

The Postgraduate and Mature 
Students Association (PGMSA) is the 
representative body for postgraduates 
and mature students that works with  
the Guild and the University to champion 
your needs. The PGMSA also organises 
a programme of social and orientation 
events that runs during Welcome  
Week and throughout the academic  
year, including the Postgraduate  
Housing Event and weekly socials  
in Staff House – the on-campus  
bar exclusively for University staff  
and postgraduate students.

The Guild is your students’ union  
and, if you choose to continue your 
studies at Birmingham, you will 
automatically become a member.  
The Guild is proud to have a full-time 
elected Postgraduate Officer; one  
of only a few in the country.

REPRESENTATION

‘The Guild is a democratic 
student-led organisation that 
exists independently from the 
University to ensure you make  
the most out of university life.  
As your Postgraduate Officer,  
I am here to support you and 
make sure your voice is heard.

‘I know first-hand that 
postgraduate study can be 
challenging but it’s important  
to remember that there’s a life 
outside academia. There are so 
many ways to get involved with 
your university community, such 
as volunteering, joining a society 
or becoming a Student Rep. If  
you have any questions about  
the postgraduate community  
here at Birmingham, feel free  
to get in touch with me using  
the contact details on this page.’

JESSICA SMALL, Postgraduate Officer  
at the University of Birmingham

41Your personal development



42 Postgraduate prospectus

that will provide you with valuable 
opportunities to meet and learn  
from peers and colleagues across  
the University. 

Our Welcome programme also 
enables you to get to know other  
new postgraduates in a friendly,  
informal setting and build networks  
that can last a lifetime. 
www.birmingham.ac.uk/ugs

At Birmingham, we expect a lot from our postgraduate students,  
but we have created and continue to invest in an academic  
environment that will help you realise your potential.

We understand that there may  
be occasions when you need some 
assistance to make the most of your  
time with us. We provide a wide range  
of student services to meet the needs  
of our diverse student community.  
The Student Hub brings many of  
these services together at the heart  
of our campus in the Aston Webb 
Building. Our services are also available 
online through Student Help, providing  
a range of advice resources. Whether 
you are looking for information, guidance, 
emotional support or a specific student 
service, the Student Hub is a great 
starting point.

The Academic Skills Centre (ASC) 
offers a wide range of training 
courses for Masters students, designed 
to develop both your academic skills 
and transferable workplace knowledge. 
Whether you need to deliver a 
presentation, improve your writing 
skills or get to grips with project 
management, we offer courses that 
will help you.

We also offer in-sessional English 
language support for you during  
your degree to help you become 
comfortable in your studies and  
in written work.
www.birmingham.ac.uk/bia

SKILLS TRAINING  
AND DEVELOPMENT

SUPPORTING YOU

YOUR GRADUATE 
SCHOOL

ACCESS ONLINE
Our Virtual Learning Environment  
(iVLE), Canvas, grants online access  
to course content, programme materials, 
assessment, discussion boards, 
webinars and recorded lectures, giving 
you the flexibility to work independently  
and in your own time.

The University Graduate School 
(UGS) acts as your central resource 
point, giving you access to a wealth  
of services to support you in your  
studies or research, develop your  
skills and prepare you for success  
in a competitive global market. 

The UGS runs a number of development 
activities, networking opportunities,  
advice events (including finance and 
careers guidance) and conferences  
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We provide a confidential service to  
help you manage practical, emotional  
and psychological issues that may have 
an impact on your life at university and 
your academic success. Our team of 
professional counsellors and wellbeing 
advisors offer one-to-one sessions, 
including online counselling, and facilitate 
a number of support groups covering 
many issues that students experience 
while at university. Guild Advice also 
offers a free, impartial and confidential 
advice service for students at Birmingham. 
Their fully trained advisors offer practical 
advice on diverse subjects relating to 
student life, from academic and financial 
matters to questions about immigration, 
housing and employment.

We aim to create an inclusive learning 
community. If you have a disability 
(including long-term health conditions, 
specific learning disabilities such as 
dyslexia, or a mental health difficulty)  
our Disability Learning Support and 
Mental Health Service can help you  
to have the best possible experience  
at Birmingham. Disclosing a disability  
will not affect your academic course 
admission but will ensure that you 
receive any support or adjustments  
you require. Our professional team is 
available to provide you with specialist 
advice and support, including helping 
you to identify any disability funding 
support you may be entitled to.

The University’s Multi-Faith Chaplaincy  
is for students of all faiths and none. 
Meet for worship, relax in the Oasis 
Lounge, or see a chaplain for spiritual or 
religious advice and pastoral counselling. 
We have chaplains from most major faith 
traditions, as well as many student-led 
faith groups and societies.

Your family matters! If you are juggling 
your studies with the care of young 
children, we provide two day nurseries, 
situated close to the heart of campus, 
offering a high standard of care and 
experience. Both are open five days  
a week for 51 weeks of the year, to  
fit around your academic life.

SUPPORTING  
YOUR WELLBEINGENABLING  

DISABLED STUDENTS

FAITH AND 
FRIENDSHIP

ARE YOU STUDYING 
AS A PARENT?

Explore our support: 
www.birmingham.ac.uk/
pgsupport
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OUR 
PROGRAMMES

With more than 600 taught programmes and a range of research 
opportunities to choose from, Birmingham is one of the most 
popular UK universities for postgraduate study. 
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We recognise that in an increasingly fast-paced world, flexibility in 
terms of how and where you undertake your studies is important. 
Our portfolio of programmes offers a modern solution for today’s 
postgraduate students.

WHICH PROGRAMME SHOULD YOU CHOOSE?

From part-time and distance learning 
options through  to degree programmes 
taught by our faculty overseas, we offer 
a range of opportunities to suit your 
personal or professional needs. Learn 
more about your options in this section 
and find out how to apply.

These are usually one year in length 
(and a minimum of two years if taken  
part time). Comprising a number  
of modules, they are assessed  
by a combination of coursework, 
examination and dissertation, and  
lead to the award of a Masters 
qualification. 

Our taught Masters programmes are  
the next step after undergraduate study 
and can be pursued to further your 
knowledge and expertise, to prepare for  
a research degree, to gain a vocational 
qualification or even to change careers.

A combined research and taught 

Masters, such as the MRes, is often 
taken as a stepping stone to doctoral 
study. These combined programmes  
will provide you with taught modules  
to increase your knowledge of a subject, 
and the opportunity to complete an 
extended research thesis with the 
appropriate training and supervision.

A research Masters, such as the MSc 
by Research, is a good way to investigate 
a topic in greater depth, to prove your 
capacity for undertaking research and/or 
to demonstrate your suitability to 
progress to a doctoral degree.

These involve the completion of original 
academic research. They also include 
research skills training that will equip  
you to become an independent 
researcher, capable of advancing 
knowledge in your field.

Doctoral degrees, such as the  
PhD, are the highest level of academic 
qualification, for which you will conduct
original research and make a contribution 
to a field of knowledge. Doctoral 
researchers often teach undergraduate 
classes during their degree programme 
and you will usually contribute to the 
research life of your department by 
presenting papers at seminars and 
conferences.

MASTERS-LEVEL 
PROGRAMMES 

DOCTORAL RESEARCH 
PROGRAMMES

We also offer programmes at  
our Dubai campus, as well as  
in Singapore. in partnership  
with the Singapore Institute  
of Management (SIM).

See pages 122–125 for details  
on these programmes.

My course provided such a great  
diversity of opportunity; from the  
courses and modules on offer, to the 
people that it attracted from around  
the world. It was a great eye-opener  
about how diverse our world is and  
how interesting a place it can be.
THOM TOWNSEND, MSC CONFLICT,  
SECURITY AND DEVELOPMENT AND SENIOR POLICY ADVISOR AT THE CABINET OFFICE



FULL-TIME OR 
PART-TIME?
Although full-time study is still the most 
common choice for our students, we 
know that many of our postgraduates,  
for professional, family or financial 
reasons, prefer to take their degree 
course on a part-time basis, either on 
campus or through distance (online) 
learning. Some of our programmes now 
offer these options. Please note that due 
to visa restrictions, international students 
(from non-EU/EEA countries) studying 
on campus are normally only eligible  
for full-time study. 

DISTANCE LEARNING?
If you have commitments that don’t allow 
you to study via the standard on-campus 
mode, or you prefer an online learning 
format, then you may like to consider 
applying for a distance learning 
programme (a mode of study that is 
sometimes also referred to as distance 
education). The main advantage of 
studying by distance learning is its 
flexibility. You can study at home, in your 
own time and at your own pace, so you 
can combine achieving a qualification 
with work or family commitments.

‘Engineering and business has 
always been connected, and I 
wanted to build my career in 
marketing. A conversion course 
gave me marketing knowledge 
that I lacked before and 
polished my mathematical, 
analytical and project 
management skills – an 
advantage in the increasingly 
digital and data-driven 
practices of marketing.’

APRIL CHEUNG, MSc Strategic 
Marketing and Consulting alumna

Once you have decided which 
level and type of degree is most 
appropriate for you, you can  
find more details on the degree, 
support and funding for each 
level of study on our Course finder 
pages at www.birmingham. 
ac.uk/pgcourses

From part-time and distance 
learning options through to  
degree programmes taught  
by our faculty overseas, we  
offer a range of opportunities  
to suit your personal or 
professional needs.

DECIDE YOUR  
MODE OF STUDY
Flexibility in the mode of learning  
enables you to undertake learning and 
assessment through different methods 
and formats. On some of our courses,  
you can choose which mode of study  
you take; whether it is campus-based,  
block delivery, blended or distance 
learning. Some courses are offered  
by more than one mode and you may  
be able to transfer from one mode  
to another.

‘My course has been filled  
with opportunity and has 
allowed me to develop as a 
writer and independent thinker. 
Undertaking part-time study,  
I found the modules and tutors 
flexible and accommodating, 
and I had extra time to commit 
to development and research 
opportunities.’ 

NIALL GALLEN, 
MA Literature and Culture (part-time)
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MASTERS-LEVEL QUALIFICATIONS
We expect all students to accumulate 180 credits in each  
full year of study on a Masters-level course. Credits are 
acquired by taking compulsory and optional modules,  
which are part of each degree programme. These credits  
are equivalent to 40 hours’ learning a week, through a 
combination of independent study and contact time in  
lectures and seminars. Modules may be based around  
a single subject or a small part of a much broader area.

All our degrees are set within a credit framework designed  
to measure your academic achievements. You acquire credits  
by taking a number of compulsory and optional modules.

HOW ARE OUR TAUGHT PROGRAMMES 
COMPLETED AND ASSESSED?

TYPES OF MASTERS DEGREE

Masters MA/MSc/LLM 180 90 1 year full time, 2 years part time

Master of Education MEd 180 90 3 years

Master of Public Health MPH 180 90

Master of Business 
Administration

MBA 180 90 12-month intensive full time, or extended  
to 2 years with preliminary courses

Over 2–4 years part time, in intensive blocks

The below qualifications can usually be ‘topped up’ to Masters qualifications by completing further credits, usually in the form of a dissertation,  
and are usually ‘exit qualifications’ for those studying Masters.

Postgraduate Diploma PGDip 120 60 9 months or less

Postgraduate Certificate PGCert 60 30 9 months or less

KNOWN ASQUALIFICATION CREDITS ECTS CREDITS TYPICAL LENGTH OF COURSE

HOW CAN CREDITS BE USED?

The European Credit Transfer  
and Accumulation System (ECTS) 
is a credit system designed to 
standardise degree programmes or 
training. You can show your credits 
to employers and other institutions 
to show the equivalency of your 
qualification.



‘For me, the best things about  
my course all stem from its 
multidisciplinary structure. 
Studying modules from three 
different disciplines has enabled 
me to configure a very broad 
Masters programme that reflects 
all my academic interests. As well 
as providing me with a broad 
range of topics, the course also 
enables me to analyse them all  
in greater depth.

‘The multidisciplinary nature of  
the course also means that my 
seminars are spent with students 
from a range of different courses; 
from a variety of different academic 
disciplines, each with unique 
areas of interest. This means that 
in every seminar I am exposed to 
a rewarding mix of ideas and 
opinions that I otherwise wouldn’t 
have been exposed to.’

ADAM JOSEPH-KERR, MA International 
Law, Ethics and Politics
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Our research programmes involve the completion of original 
academic research, or a piece of scholarship, which you will conduct 
under expert supervision from a Birmingham academic. You will also 
be supported by a thriving academic community of internationally 
renowned research staff and talented research peers, alongside 
research skills training.

RESEARCH PROGRAMMES AT BIRMINGHAM

We are proud of the breadth and depth 
of the research undertaken across the  
University. Our programmes and expert 
supervision will equip you to become an 
independent researcher, capable of 
advancing knowledge in your field. 

You have the opportunity to pursue 
research at either Masters or Doctoral 
level through our suite of programmes 
and qualifications. Depending on your 
background and career plans.

MASTERS-LEVEL 
RESEARCH DEGREES

Master of Arts/Science by Research MA/MSc by Research 1 year 40,000 words Research

Magister Juris MJur 1 year 40,000 words Research

Master of Philosophy MPhil 2 years 60,000 words Research

Master of Research MRes 1 year 15–20,000 words
Taught and 
research

KNOWN ASQUALIFICATION TYPICAL LENGTH  
OF COURSE

TYPICAL LENGTH  
OF THESIS COURSE TYPE



RESEARCH DEGREES

ROUTES INTO RESEARCH AT BIRMINGHAM
There are, generally, two routes  
to a Birmingham research degree:

n	You can apply to an ‘advertised  
PhD’, which means it is part of an 
established research project and  
is usually funded by the University  
or other funding body. Generally, 
advertised PhDs are associated  
with the physical and life sciences 
subjects. Some advertised PhDs will 
be pre-defined but some may require 
you to propose your own research.

n	Apply to any of our PhD programmes 
and propose your own research that 
is ‘self-funded’ (by you, a sponsor, or 
other sources not explicitly attached 
to the PhD on application).  Usually 
you submit a research proposal and 
identify your proposed supervisor. 
These are generally associated  
with the arts and social sciences.

If you are applying  
to an advertised PhD:
Find and identify your project via 
our advertised PhDs database: 
www.birmingham.ac.uk/
findaphd

If you are proposing  
your own research:
Begin your supervisor search  
via our staff search, where you 
can view research interests:  
www.birmingham.ac.uk/
findasupervisor

Doctor of Philosophy PhD
3 years full time,  
6 years part time, 
plus writing up

50,000–80,000 
words

Research

Doctor of Medicine MD 2 years, part time
50,000–80,000 
words

Research  
(with some  
taught options)

Doctor of Engineering EngD 4 years
50,000–80,000 
words

Research  
and taught 

Professional Doctorates
EdD, ClinPsyD, 
ForenPsyD, AppEd, 
ChildPsyD

3 years
50,000–80,000 
words

Research  
and taught

Doctor of Philosophy with integrated study PhD 4 years
50,000–80,000 
words

Research  
and taught

KNOWN ASQUALIFICATION TYPICAL LENGTH  
OF COURSE

TYPICAL LENGTH  
OF THESIS COURSE TYPE
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FUNDING 
YOUR 
DEGREE

We have invested more than £28 million in student support and 
scholarships to help you to pursue postgraduate study. You will have 
access to a range of resources and advice to help you find funding 
and manage your finances while you are studying.
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We understand that continuing your education to postgraduate level is  
a significant financial commitment. We aim to provide you with information on  
all the associated costs so there are no surprises once you begin your course. 

The Postgraduate Masters Loan  
is available for home (UK/EU) students 
undertaking Masters study. Up to  
£10,609 is available for the 2018–19 
academic year. It will be a contribution 
towards the cost of study, and whether 
you use the loan for fees, maintenance or 
other costs will be at your own discretion. 
The loan is available across all subject 
areas for full-time, part-time and distance 
learning Masters programmes, so long  
as you don’t already have a Masters 
qualification (or equivalent).

www.birmingham.ac.uk/pgtloan

Students from Wales,  
Scotland and Northern Ireland
There are different loans available  
to students joining us from Wales, 
Scotland and Northern Ireland.

Wales: Receive up to £13,000 available 
towards your Masters course (2018–19).
www.birmingham.ac.uk/wales-pgl

Scotland: Full-time students can receive 
up to £5,500 towards tuition fees and 
£4,500 towards living costs (2018–19).
www.birmingham.ac.uk/scotland-pgl 

We offer a number of scholarships  
to help you invest in your future.  
We support our students to flourish  
in their careers, providing subject  
and University scholarships, as well  
as providing you with support on 
alternative ways to fund your degree. 

Your programme and its department  
sit within one of our five Colleges, all of 
which offer their own scholarships and 
awards. The majority of these provide
help towards fees, although some may 
also contribute towards living costs.

POSTGRADUATE LOAN

MASTERS 
SCHOLARSHIPS 

FUNDING AND SCHOLARSHIPS  
FOR YOUR MASTERS

WHAT DOES  
IT COST?

Northern Ireland: Receive up to £5,500 
towards your tuition fees (2018–19).
www.birmingham.ac.uk/ni-pgl

Tuition fees for your course
Tuition fees vary depending  
on the course you choose and 
whether you are a home (UK/EU) 
or international student. You can 
find details of the tuition fees for 
individual courses on our website 
or in the course directory (pages 
66-125).

How to pay your fees
You can choose to pay your 
tuition fees in full or make  
monthly or termly instalment 
payments using the University 
direct debit scheme from a UK 
bank account on our website. 

Find out more:  
www.birmingham.ac.uk/pgfees



Use our funding and scholarships database to  
find sources of funding that may be available to you. 
Use the search to find all University and third-party 
scholarships for which you are eligible to apply: 
www.birmingham.ac.uk/pgfunding 

Government funding may be available to cover  
UK tuition fees in the following areas:
n      Initial Teacher Training
n      Social work – through a social work bursary
n      Medical or healthcare courses – through  

an NHS bursary
www.gov.uk/funding-for-postgraduate-study

SEARCHING FOR FUNDING?
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There are many ways to finance your research degree; from scholarships  
and studentships to loans and partial funding from other sources. Below  
we will explore your options, although you can find many more sources  
online via our funding database.

FUNDING AND SCHOLARSHIPS  
FOR YOUR RESEARCH DEGREE

Find out more:  
www.birmingham.ac.uk/pgfees

Tuition fees for your course 
Tuition fees are charged  
annually. You can find your course 
fees on our website or in the 
course directory (pages 66–125). 
There may also be additional 
costs associated with field trips, 
travel and undertaking research 
off-campus.
 
How to pay your fees
You can choose to pay your 
tuition fees in full or make  
monthly or termly instalment 
payments using the University 
direct debit scheme from a UK 
bank account.

WHAT DOES  
IT COST?



The Postgraduate Doctoral Loan is a  
new government loan for the 2018–19 
academic year. You can use the loan  
to help with course fees and living costs.  
UK or EU nationals who normally reside  
in England can borrow up to £25,000  
that will be divided equally across each 
year of your course. Your course can be 
full or part time and last between three  
and eight academic years. 
www.birmingham.ac.uk/pgdloan

POSTGRADUATE 
DOCTORAL LOAN

RESEARCH COUNCIL 
FUNDING (UKRI) 

We offer scholarships to support research postgraduates to invest in their 
future, along with a number of funded studentships offering generous support.

Funding support for PhD study can be provided in different ways, with some 
covering the programme fees and including a stipend (maintenance costs), 
while others may simply be a one-off financial award.

Your first consideration for funding should be our advertised PhDs, UKRI 
(United Kingdom Research and Innovation), or the many funding bodies  
listed on our Postgraduate Funding database.

There are two main ways to fund your PhD:
Apply for a PhD that already has funding attached. These are most   
common in STEM (Science, Technology, Engineering and Medicine) 
subjects, but they can sometimes be available for pre-defined research 
projects in the arts, humanities or social sciences. These may be 
advertised as fully funded (with fees and a stipend) or competition funded, 
meaning the projects compete against other projects at each institution.
Search funded projects: www.birmingham.ac.uk/findaphd

Self-fund, or search for funding or a studentship once you have  
an offer. You devise your own PhD topic, find a supervisor, write  
a research proposal and apply to the relevant programme. If you’re  
offered a place at Birmingham, you can then apply for studentships  
or funding from various sources.

Searching for funding?
Use our funding and scholarships database to find sources of funding that may 
be available to you: www.birmingham.ac.uk/pgfunding 

There are seven government-funded 
research councils, known jointly as  
UKRI (United Kingdom Research and 
Innovation) that offer financial support  
to postgraduate students:

 n AHRC (Arts and Humanities  
Research Council)

 n BBSRC (Biotechnology and 
Biological Sciences Research 
Council)

 n ESRC (Economic and Social  
Research Council)

 n EPSRC (Engineering and Physical 
Sciences Research Council)

 n MRC (Medical Research Council)
 n NERC (Natural Environment 

Research Council)
 n STFC (Science and Technology  

Facilities Council)

Full UKRI awards cover the cost of tuition 
fees and also provide a maintenance grant 
to support you during your studies. Find 
out more about our funded centres and 
partnerships on page 58.

1

2

APPLYING FOR FUNDING
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We have strong partnerships that provide an inspirational and 
interdisciplinary research environment with access to studentships 
and funding to help you complete your research degree.

A significant proportion of the  
UK research council’s funding for 
postgraduate research studentships  
is now awarded to institutions via  
Centres for Doctoral Training (also  
known as DTCs or CDTs) and  
Doctoral Training Partnerships (DTPs), 
Industrial Doctorate Centres (IDCs) or 
Engineering Doctorate Centres (EDCs).

These are funded by UKRI (UK Research 
and Innovation), with each research 
council supporting academic excellence  
in its specific field through flagship 
doctoral training.

We are proud to continually secure  
this competitive funding for our centres 
and partnerships with other universities. 
These research council studentships are 
regarded as some of the most prestigious 
postgraduate awards available in 
academia and are highly sought after; 
competition is extremely fierce.

DOCTORAL TRAINING 
PARTNERSHIPS  
AND CENTRES

We host a number of centres, drawing 
upon the expertise and facilities of a  
broad range of collaborative partners  
and interdisciplinary networks, all of  
which offer full studentships to enable  
you to undertake and complete your 
doctoral degree at Birmingham.

As a Birmingham doctoral researcher,  
you will have the opportunity to work 
across disciplinary boundaries, both  
within the University and with a range  
of business, industry, higher education 
and research council partners. Some  
of our many UKRI-funded arrangements 
are listed here.

Biotechnology and  
Biological Sciences  
Research Council (BBSRC)
The Midlands Integrative 
Biosciences Training Partnership 
delivers innovative, world-class 
research training across the life 
sciences to boost the growing 
bioeconomy across the UK.
www.birmingham.ac.uk/mibtp 

Arts and Humanities  
Research Council (AHRC)
The Midlands4Cities DTP brings 
together eight leading universities  
in the Midlands to combine research 
expertise that encourages the 
professional and personal 
development of Arts and Humanities 
doctoral researchers.
www.birmingham.ac.uk/ahrc

Natural Environment Research 
Council (NERC) 
The Central England NERC Training 
Alliance (CENTA) DTP and the 
NERC CDT in Oil & Gas work  
to provide excellence in doctoral 
research training, giving 
postgraduates extensive training 
and confidence in all aspects  
of their research. 
www.centa.org.uk  
www.nerc-cdt-oil-and-gas.ac.uk

DOCTORAL TRAINING  
PARTNERSHIPS AND CENTRES



Engineering and  
Physical Sciences  
Research Council (EPSRC) 
We have a range of centres, 
from Clean Power to Manufacturing, 
providing training that equips 
engineers and scientists with the 
skills, knowledge and confidence 
to tackle today’s big issues.
www.birmingham.ac.uk/epsrcRESEARCH 

COUNCIL-FUNDED 
COLLABORATIONS

Economic and Social  
Research Council (ESRC)
The Midlands Graduate School DTP 
offers postgraduate researchers 17 
different training pathways that span 
various social sciences disciplines. 
The DTP consists of six partner 
universities: Birmingham, Aston, 
Leicester, Loughborough, 
Nottingham and Warwick, and also 
offers funding for doctorates.
www.birmingham.ac.uk/esrc 

Medical Research Council (MRC)
The Integrated Midlands Partnership 
for Biomedical Training (IMPACT) 
DTP combines research from the 
universities of Birmingham, 
Leicester and Nottingham to provide 
motivated postgraduates with the 
support and expertise to make a 
difference.
www.birmingham.ac.uk/mrc 

Doctoral Training Partnerships (DTPs) 
support PhD studentships across all  
areas of a research council’s subject 
remit. They may have specific areas of 
expertise, based on available supervisors 
and facilities, but the studentships they 
have available can be used for a broad 
range of projects.

Centres for Doctoral Training (CDTs)  
or Doctoral Training Centres (DTCs)  
have more specific goals. They recruit 
PhD students to build up research 
expertise in target areas.

Industrial Doctorate Centres and 
Engineering Doctorate Centres combine 
PhD-level research projects with taught 
courses, and students spend about  
75% of their time working directly  
with a company.

WHAT’S THE 
DIFFERENCE?

DREAM: jointly funded CDT
Funded by NERC and ESRC, 
DREAM is a CDT in ‘Data, Risk 
and Environmental Analytical 
Methods’, supporting 37 students 
to undertake research that will help 
implement risk mitigation strategies 
in the environmental sciences. 
www.dream-cdt.ac.uk

We also host several DTPs 
and Centres of Excellence with 
the Wellcome Trust and Arthritis 
Research UK. Explore our training 
partnerships and centres: 
www.birmingham.ac.uk/dtp
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Applying to our postgraduate courses is an easy, online process. 
Formal applications are made directly to us using our online Course 
finder, but the process will vary depending on your programme and 
how it has been advertised. In these pages, find out more about the 
application process for each level of study. 



Before you begin your formal application, read the guidance below 
and make sure you follow our step-by-step guide to applying to 
either our taught or research programmes on the following pages.

All documents must be in English  
or have a certified translation. If you 
provide documents by uploading them 
into the online postgraduate application 
system (found through Course finder) 
and are made an offer, you will be 
required to send certified copies or 
original documents as a condition  
of the offer.

Visit our website for information  
and guidance on document 
submission and the full application 
process at Birmingham:  
www.birmingham.ac.uk/pgapply

Once you have submitted your 
application, you will be able to track  
its progress at every stage of the 
admissions process, update your 
personal information, view decisions  
and accept any offers you may receive.

Choose your level and course using 
our online tools:  
www.birmingham.ac.uk/pgcourses  

YOUR DOCUMENTS

THE APPLICATION PROCESS

We recommend you supply all of the 
following documents at the point of 
submitting your application to ensure  
that there are no delays:

 n Your academic transcripts and  
any other supporting material

 n If not submitted within the application 
form, a personal statement explaining 
why you are interested in studying 
your chosen programme

 n If required, additional information 
to be submitted such as a CV or a 
sample of work (this will be stated 
within the application form)

 n If English is not your first language,  
a certificate to show competency in 
the English language will be required 
(see page 62)

 n Your research proposal (if required)

International students

If you require a visa to study in the 
United Kingdom, you will need to 
apply by 1 July 2019. We are not 
able to consider applications for 
2019 made after this date.

61How to apply 

Before you apply, visit our website  
to view essential information for  
all applicants. This page includes 
important terms, conditions and 
requirements that the University  
will apply and rely upon in its future 
relationship with you. It is essential  
that you read them carefully. If you 
decide to accept your offer, a  
contract will be formed between  
you and the University. 

Your rights and obligations to  
the University and the University’s 
obligations to you arising under that 
contract are set out on our website  
and form the terms and conditions  
of your student contract. 
www.birmingham.ac.uk/
applicantinformation

ESSENTIAL 
INFORMATION 
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To gain a place at Birmingham, you will need to meet  
the specific entry requirements for your chosen course.

If your first language is not English  
then you will need to demonstrate that 
you have a high level of written and 
spoken English by providing evidence  
of an English Language qualification. 

Our postgraduate programmes usually 
require a good Honours degree 
(normally a 2:1 or above), or an 
equivalent qualification if you were 
educated outside the UK. There may 
also be additional requirements, such 
as prior or practising work experience.

If you are applying for a PhD then  
you may also need to hold a good 
Masters qualification, however, for  
some programmes, this may not  
be a requirement.

Specific entry requirements for  
individual courses can be found in  
the course directory (pages 66–125),  
in supplementary subject brochures  
or online via our website:  
www.birmingham.ac.uk/pgcourses

ENGLISH LANGUAGE 
REQUIREMENTS

ENTRY REQUIREMENTS

ENGLISH  
LANGUAGE COURSES
If you do not have the required level  
of English, you can enrol on one of our 
pre-sessional English programmes before 
the start of the academic year, delivered 
by our Birmingham International Academy. 
Passing the appropriate programme 
means you will automatically meet the 
English language requirements of your 
offer and can progress to your academic 
studies here. 
www.birmingham.ac.uk/bia

Certificates should be no more than  
two years old at the time of admission.

The table below details the IELTS  
or TOEFL scores you will need but  
we also accept other qualifications. 

Check the equivalency of other language 
qualifications on our website:  
www.birmingham.ac.uk/intreqs

ACADEMIC AREA IELTS TOEFL

Engineering, Science 6.0 with no less  
than 5.5 in any band 

80 with no less than  
19 in Reading, Listening 
and Writing, and 21  
in Speaking 

Arts*, Business (see 
exceptions below), 
Education (taught), 
Health Sciences, 
Public Policy, Social 
Sciences

6.5 with no less  
than 6.0 in any band

88 with no less than 21  
in Reading and Writing,  
20 in Listening and 22  
in Speaking

Dentistry, Education 
(research), Law, 
Medicine, Business: 
Human Resource 
Management, 
Marketing, International 
Marketing, Economics 
and International 
Economics

7.0 with no less  
than 6.5 in any band

95 with no less than  
22 in any band

*Some programmes require higher grades. Please see individual course entry requirements for further details.



Formal applications for taught programmes are made directly  
to us using Course finder: www.birmingham.ac.uk/pgcourses

You will need to apply to our Social 
Work and Initial Teacher Training 
programmes through UCAS. You can 
register and apply as soon as the UCAS 
portal opens (usually in October).

ARE YOU APPLYING  
FOR TEACHER 
TRAINING OR 
SOCIAL WORK 
PROGRAMMES?

APPLYING FOR A TAUGHT PROGRAMME

Applying for a taught programme usually involves three easy steps:

Find your course online:  
www.birmingham.ac.uk/ 
pgcourses

1 2
Consider whether  
you meet our entry 
requirements, details  
of which can be found  
in the Course finder entry.

* Some taught courses may charge a £50 application fee. For further information, visit www.birmingham.ac.uk/pgappfee

3
Complete the online 
application form via the 
course webpage and upload 
your supporting documents.
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At Birmingham, there are generally two routes to a research  
degree. Follow the application steps on this page, or next,  
depending on your preferred route.

APPLYING FOR A RESEARCH PROGRAMME 

APPLYING FOR AN 
‘ADVERTISED PHD’
You can apply to an ‘advertised PhD’, 
which means it is part of an established 
research project and is usually funded  
by the University or other funding  
body. Generally, advertised PhDs  
are associated with the physical  
and life sciences subjects.

1
Find and identify  
your project via our  
advertised PhDs database  
www.birmingham.ac.uk 
/findaphd

Apply via Course finder to  
the relevant PhD subject area.  
In most cases, the advertised  
listing will direct you to the 
correct course page. You may 
be applying to the specific 
project or be asked to apply  
to a larger subject area  
and identify the project title  
within your application.

2

3 Prepare your  
statement and  
supporting documents.

4
Submit your application 
online via Course  
finder and upload your 
supporting documents. 

Search our advertised PhDs:
www.birmingham.ac.uk/
findaphd

Find your course online:  
www.birmingham.ac.uk/
pgcourses



You can propose your own research 
rather than join an existing research 
project. You will need to submit a 
research proposal to conduct a unique 
piece of research and identify your 
proposed supervisor. Funding can  
be found from other sources such  
as scholarships, charities, loans and 
self-finance. Generally, these PhDs  
are associated with the arts and 
social sciences.

4
Explore your funding 
options: www.
birmingham.ac.uk/
pgfunding

5
Write your research 
proposal using our  
online advice (www.
birmingham.ac.uk 
/proposalwriting).

1
Choose which research 
degree (PhD, MA/MSc by 
Research or MRes) and 
consider the research 
area and themes. 

6
Submit your application via 
Course finder and upload 
your supporting documents, 
including your research 
proposal and potential 
supervisor name(s).

2
Begin your  
supervisor search  
(www.birmingham.ac.uk 
/findasupervisor).

3 Consult with a  
potential supervisor  
or department.

A research proposal is a concise  
and coherent summary of your  
proposed research. It is a key  
part of your application, on which 
potential supervisors will decide  
if your research is something  
they can support.

We’ve provided help and  
advice for each of the steps  
of writing your proposal here: 
www.birmingham.ac.uk/
proposalwriting

WRITING YOUR 
RESEARCH 
PROPOSAL

APPLY TO PROPOSE 
YOUR OWN RESEARCH

Search for a potential supervisor: 
www.birmingham.ac.uk/
findasupervisor
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Use our directory to find the right course for you.



FIND YOUR PERFECT  
POSTGRADUATE DEGREE

Programmes are sorted by level,  
identifying the Masters, Masters-level  
research and doctoral research options  
by colour. Visit the website, or send an  
email, using the details listed in the final  
column to get more information on your  
chosen programme.

The typical duration of study for each  
level can be found in the adjacent table.

Where the length of programme  
does not fit the standard duration,  
the programme length will be listed  
in brackets. 

Full-time fees are listed for UK/EU and 
international students, by using a colour 
key. Normally, fees for a PG Diploma or 
Certificate are two-thirds or one-third of 
the Masters fee, respectively. Part-time 
fees are pro rata (or a proportion of the  
full-time fee) or may be charged on a 
modular basis.

HOW TO USE 
OUR DIRECTORY

67Course directory

Our programmes are listed alphabetically by subject area,  
to help you find all programmes available in your subject(s) of interest.

LEVEL FULL TIME (FT) PART TIME (PT)

PGDip
Usually 8 months 
to 1 year

Minimum 12 months

MA
MSc

Usually 1 year Usually 2 years

MPhil Usually 2 years Usually 4 years

PhD
Usually 3 years  
(plus writing up)

Usually 6 years
(plus writing up)

To explore our courses, view  
module information and apply,  
use our Course finder:  
www.birmingham.ac.uk/pgcourses

Programmes available on our 
Dubai campus and through the 
Singapore Institute of Management 
can also be found on page 
122–125.
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OUR OVERSEAS  
PROGRAMMES  
– DUBAI AND SINGAPORE



Explore the range of programmes available at our University of Birmingham  
Dubai campus, as well as the Birmingham Business School programmes  
available in Singapore, delivered with our partners, the Singapore Institute  
of Management (SIM).

Explore the range of programmes available at our University of Birmingham  
Dubai campus, as well as the Birmingham Business School programmes  
available in Singapore, delivered with our partners, the Singapore Institute  
of Management (SIM).
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126 Postgraduate prospectus

Campus open days are an excellent  
way to explore the campus and local 
accommodation, and you can also speak 
with our expert support and academic 
staff to find out more about Birmingham 
and your course.

We run monthly guided tours of the 
campus, at which you will be shown 
around by a postgraduate student  
from your subject area. They are a  
great opportunity to get first-hand advice 
and to network with current students.

These regular events offer an  
opportunity to get first-hand, impartial 
advice on what it is actually like to be a 
postgraduate at Birmingham. The Cafés 
are informal social events designed to 
enable anyone interested in postgraduate 
study to network with current students 
over a few drinks. 

POSTGRADUATE  
OPEN DAYS

CAMPUS TOURS  
AND CONVERSATION 

CAFÉ MASTERS  
AND CAFÉ PHD 

YOUR NEXT STEPS

A prospectus can only tell you so much. The best way to find out what  
Birmingham can offer you as a postgraduate student is to see for yourself.

Our next dates are:

 n Saturday 24 November 2018
 n Wednesday 20 March 2019

Advance booking is essential: 
www.birmingham.ac.uk/pgtours

Reserve your place: 
www.birmingham.ac.uk/cafemasters 
www.birmingham.ac.uk/cafephd



Study fairs are an excellent forum for 
students to talk to representatives from 
higher education institutions from all  
over the world and offer an opportunity  
to attend a series of free seminars on 
various aspects of postgraduate study.

POSTGRADUATE 
STUDY FAIRS  
ON CAMPUS

We work with partners to offer the 
following events on our campus:

 n Russell Group Roadshow – 
Wednesday 7 November 2018

 n PG Live! Birmingham (with 
FindAUniversity) – Tuesday 29 
January 2019 

 n Regular Teacher Training events

If you can’t make it to campus or want  
to chat to us online, you can speak  
to us via our regular online events. 
Academics, staff and students can 
answer your questions and give advice 
via our virtual platform. You can also 
watch videos giving advice about our 
courses and the Birmingham experience, 
or take a virtual tour of our campus. 
www.birmingham.ac.uk/pgchat 

ONLINE EVENTS

Ask us a question
If you still have questions or want to 
explore something in depth, you can  
visit our dedicated postgraduate site, 
where you can take part in online events, 
ask questions to our current students 
and alumni, and read our current 
students’ blogs and insight into 
postgraduate study.

Find out more on our website:
www.birmingham.ac.uk/pgask

Find all events, fairs and online  
chats on our website at: 
www.birmingham.ac.uk/pgvisit

127Your next steps

Offer-holder events

If we offer you a place on  
a postgraduate programme,  
you will receive a personal 
invitation to an Offer-Holder  
Day in June, where we’ll help you 
answer any questions, process 
documents and support you with 
accommodation searches and  
other important next steps.
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